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Buek Reflections 


Upon the;Inconveniencies attending Wilful and Malitious 7 = | 
Forgeryand Perjury.\_. 


With ſome REeasons why fuch Crimes 
Ought to be made FELONY. {44 6f 


By a Truly Loyal Subje&t, and a Sincere Lover of his KI NG, Country, 
And the L A W $ of this Realm. 


Heſe two pernicious and inſeperable 'Companions of For- 
gery and Perjury, like pojſenous Vermin; have often ſucked 
out , and deſtroyed the 'very juyce and beauty of many 
flouriſhing flowers ; nor hath the Royal Oake eſcaped be- 

 Evs 10g inco about with the malignant Tvie of: thoſe 
+ horrid Crimes, even to that dangerous cegree of Rebels, gaining a Point 
+ almoſt fic for laying their fatal Axes to the root of that Sacred Tree. 
” - Todiſcourſc of the late grand [mpoſtors of State, or their flagitious 
*- practices, would be a task yoo tedious tor me, or my preſent purpoſe; and 
-oaly fit for an Age moreſtupid, and leſs capable ot obſervation, and rati- 
| Sentiments than this. - 
».. Their uoparallel'd Villanies , are now become too apparent <0 every 
= diſcerning eye, cither to: be queſtioned or doubred z; for *tis moſt certain, 
+ that the extravagant pranks+and projedts of thoſe Manſters, ſtill beat ve- 
© ry convincingly intenſe , upon the Nerves and intelleQual parts of all 
truly Loyab and unprejudiced Subje&s, who now perhaps cannot but 
. reckon it 2 very great blemilh to the-Eogliſh Air, that ever ſuch Miſcre- 
- ants ſhould have the happineſs of breathing in it. E&, 
+» Andifthere be any reaſon to find fault with the imperfeQion or Cefi- 
ciency of the Statute-Laws of this Realm in Criminal Cafes , (which un- 
doubtedly are otherwiſe the beſt and moſt rational Laws in the world) 
- 'tis principally becauſe there are none yer ſevere enough again(t the per- 
nicious and dangerous Crimes of wiltul Forgery and Perjury. 
- For ifa Thiet ſteal a Horſe, or a Mare, or but the value of two or three 
thillings, 'ris Felony, and by-the Law he ought todie for that. Offence ; 
but if a pack of Rogues joyn together, and by Forgery and Perjury' ruine 
men in theirReputations & Eſtates, they are uſually only exalted to ſtand 
In the Pillory, or Fined, or Impriſon'd tor't : which minute” puniſhment, 
eldom produces any other effett than barely to make the Criminal the 
more incortigible, and proves many times but,as Sawce to craving Sto- 
machs, preparing them the better todevour and conſume the next dain- 
yes they can meet with, never ſcrupling'tro make: a prey of mens Lives 
and Fortunes, though the ungodly and illegal diſinheirſinof Kings, the-un- 
ing of Monarchy, and the utter deveſtation and deſtruQtion of King- 
jeties, and Families, thould inevitably fall into the bargain, and 
therefore ifanArgument drawn ab inconvewenti[which is generally held to 
de very force  .) ought to have any power in any Caſe,certainly it ought 
to have ſo in +ais, to make wilful and malitious Forgery and Perjury Feto- 
ny : 
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ny : For 'tis almoſt impoſſible almoſt ro prove (ſuppoſe what you will) 


that greater ingonvenjencies will gucndghemaking of JuchCximes Felony, 
than have att (1 aftend the gt wokog of them lo. 
That many particular perfons have ſeverely ſmarted in their Repura- 


tions and: Eſtates,/asrwell as the Kingdom in general, by. Forgery and Per- 


jury, 'tis preſumgd wall M1 dqnicd by any — re | 
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havock and mtfchicf thoſe w_ JH—__ and deſtrudtive ſins have 
made among(t-the Widdowsand Orphans of this Age, 4, 7, 7 

Care that 7h may be furrihed with ſome few frells tnitadces 

of that kind (for ta give you all, 4s 'tis:umpoſſible 3; for ?twere fitter-for a 
large Volume than the narrow compals of a ſheer of Paper) I am obliged 
to aſſure you (particular inſtances of tmatter of FaQt,being the-moR cogent! 
and prevailing Arguments) that two perſons of good Quality and Reputa- 
tion, have been lately. damnified and prejudiced in their Eſtates, to the ya- 
hue of atleaſt 3000! in different Caſes, by the Male-contri 
Oaths of common Hackney-Swearers and Knights: of the Poſlgtw 
with their Confederates and Abbettars (after 'many years proſecugyyn (in 
JIN the Petſons and Executors whom they have ſafroſly 
abuſed, and oppreſſed) are-at laſt found out. and \deteGed ; ari it 
appears, that the Deeds and Inſtruments in writing by them fer up! (and! 
whereon Verdits and: Judgments at Law for great tums of money. werts 
obtained), were atually forged,: ſeveral months after the : the 
Perſonvand Tefſtators, whole Deeds they were pretended to:bey.rhougty 
ſo.cunning]ly and artificially contrived, as to bear date; many 'years'be- 
tore their deceaſe. And one of the principal Forgers (being ſerved with 
proces to appear and an{wer an lotormation of Forgery and: Perjury late- 
Ivexhibited againſt him) ſoon after, and before Juſtice could core. to'bew 
ſtow upon him- his doe reward, died : but one of his Champions, and! 
Brother-Confederates m that horrid Iniquity , having: ſorvived hin; is 
now under proſecution for the ſame Crimes, which undoubtedly will bs 
ſo fully and plainly:proved, that *ewill be almoſt impadſſible any 'thing' 
ſhould be wanting to do him right, fave onely ſeverer Laws for his pu= 
niſhment ; for ſuch hath been his confidence (as though unex le 
impudence were one of the leaſt ingredients in the compoſitibn/ of his 
Rogueries) that he hath confeſſed that he hath been Hired and Suborned 
to \wear falle for money,even fince the Information exhibited againſt him) 
hath boldly affirnd,that he neither regarded nor valued aPillory,declaring 
that better men than himſelf were daily brought thither,and that *twas but 
to have & little patience for an hour or two, and the whole buſineſs would 
ſoon receive a determination, and be over {with as much eaſe and little 
trouble) as a nine days wonder; which ny 4 without queſtion, is ve- 
ry agreeable to the reſt of his wicked Crew : So that 'tis plain the petit- 
neſs of the puniſhment uſually inflited upon ſuch Offenders, makes them 
perfiſt the more obſtinately in the practiſe of their black and bellith crimes: 
And therefore 'tis conceived the moſt probable way to abate their confi 
dence and aſſwage their courage , is, to make-and execute more ſiriter 
Lawsagainſt them, than yet there are in being, 

Beſides, 'ris credibly reported, that this famous Artiſt (for all forts of 
notorious .contrivances - and miſchiefſs) hath as great reputation for his 
Wit'and Cunning in Forgery, {t all the Rogues and Knights of the 
Poſt about this Town, as ever any Criminal had that was hanged at 7y- 
burn; boaſting that he could ſo exatily counterfeit: the hand-writing! of 
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man rob you gh cody or yeorcnc ng C65 becot 

guilty of —_— according to Statute Law, he wn to be hang'd: 5d 
it; beſides c your remedy by the Statute (in the laſt caſe made and 
provided) os recover of theHundred wherein you were Robbed,the vallue 


_ ofallthat wasfotaken from you: And this is concluded (as indeed it is) to 


be both reaſonable and juſt, but if a Kni 5 the Poſt (by premeditated 
and malicious Forgery an Rad AR honeſt men, and-their 
Families, by taking away ing Tk their Lives and Fortunes 
at once (as too too often by ſad and lamentable experience it hath hap- 
pened) yet in this caſe (by _ Statute Laws, as now they are) there is 
no proviſion made, - either to puniſh the malicious perjured perſon with 
death, asa juſt recompence and fatisfation to the Law of God, for ſhed- 
ding innoceat blood, or to ſubje@ his Eſtate (if he have any) to make 
reſtitution to the injured perſons Family, for theToſs and ruin of his ; 
which (prima facie, beſides the ill conſequences of it) ſeems to bea very 
ſevere 2d har hard caſe ; and wherein, in this caſe doth that juſt proportion 
lie (which ought to be) between the Puniſhment and the Crime? Or how 
is the puniſhment proportionable to the Offences, in the caſes of wilful 
gy and Perjury ? when after a man ſhall be thereby utterly ruined 
and undone, he thall | have noother remedy or fatisfattion left, but (at the 
rate of great trouble and expence) the empty ſhouts and laughter of the 
ich dovkly ty! the unkarrtatabledi a 
few vollies.of fptten Orangos at Eggs tothe proflighe ar itcorrigeable 
Villain, that Nands: in the Pillory. 

'Tis therefore (and for other weighty reaſons , w tedious here 
to be expreſſed) high time (with ſubmiſſion to better judgements) both 
with reſpe&t to His Majeſties Intereſt, and the ſafety and ſecurity of His 
Kingdoms and Pzople, that ſuch inconveniencies ſhould be noted and 
redteſſed, and ſtrifter Laws made (with greater puniſhments, than yet 
there are) againſt ſuch Offenders: for if it be contrary to principles of 
Juſtice and Reaſon, that ſuch Tranſgreſſors ſhould be exempt from 
puniſhments, adequate to their Crimes, then 'tis both 
that a Law ſhould be made, to puniſh them according to their demerits : 
for Ratio eff annima Legs. 

And in regard the grand Council of this Nation {by HisMajeſties _ 
Grace, and Favour) are now Aſſembled in Parliament ; 'tis > mbly offer 


d 


that ſuch a Statute Law may be mage this Seſſion of 
againſt wilful Forgery and Perjury, as may gat onely tend ta 


v that wicked Herd of perjured Sataniſts in this Kingdom, but to 
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 edto the ſerious Conſideration of His moſt Sacred D and His great 


PLTOLNT thoſe that have been oppreſſed by their. malici 
Parent > } nents at Ninn there ind cok 


their' unbridled infolencies tor time to come , with Enatting that ſuch 
Crimes ſhall be made Felony, which certainly (norwithſtanding What can 
bo ok againſt it. (after ſerious conſultation, ono oor 
with the learned in the Law concerning the due qualifying, lunitting, an 
penniog of ſuch an AR) will not at all (as ſome fancy) diſcourage 
good men fiom a cheerful Sweari the Truth in Courts'of 
Law and fuſtice, for the determination of Controverſies (their own inte- 
reſt, and thes moſt excellent rulp of Coing He ofhoy they would that 
they ſhould them, indi y requiring it) bur on. the contrary, 
fete fue ll ery and deter al $ of the Poſt, and 
ney Swearers, from © any more 'to attempt, ithe 
of Kings,Ki 5, Societies ies or Families, by ſuch theit | 
Prafticsand Dia Crimes. | 
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